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Pittsburgh is the first city to ever re-
peat. We also won it in 1985. They do it
every 4 years. And I can’t tell you how
happy I am to have this designation be-
cause this shows for the rest of the
country and the rest of the world what
we already know in Southwestern
Pennsylvania, that Pittsburgh is a
great place to live and work. And Rand
McNally has done this through for-
mula. And 379 cities are rated on nine
categories: housing, transportation,
jobs, education, climate, crime, health
care, recreation and ambiance, which
covers its being a great place to live
and work and things to do.

Pittsburgh was in the top 30 percent
in the housing category. It is 93 per-
cent of the national average in the cost
of living with regard to housing. In
transportation, Pittsburgh’s commute
is 26 minutes to work one way. And I
challenge the rest of my colleagues in
some other areas of the country to
match that. I know that it is frus-
trating during rush hour to find your
way into work, and in Pittsburgh gen-
erally on most days you can get in rel-
atively quickly.

The average house in Pittsburgh is 49
percent below the national average in
cost at $112,000. So that is why we rank
s0 high in housing. In jobs, Pittsburgh
is in the top quarter there. For 100
years, it still is one of the Nation’s top
corporate centers as home to Fortune
500 companies: Alcoa, Heinz, Mellon,
PNS, PPG, U.S. Steel, and WESCO
International. We have more than 90
multi-billion dollar, global corpora-
tions that call the city of Pittsburgh
home.

We have more than 2,000 acres of
ready-to-go sites near our airport. We
have the Nation’s second busiest inland
port with our three rivers and the wa-
terways. And importantly, for the envi-
ronmentally conscious, Pittsburgh has
the most certified ‘‘green’ buildings in
the entire country.

In education, we are home to 34 col-
leges and universities, including Car-
negie Mellon University, which always
is ranked as one of the best in the en-
tire Nation. We have four distinct sea-
sons with 7 months that see sunshine 50
percent of the time. And I will admit
that our winters can be tough, and that
was probably not our strong suit, but
we still were number one overall.

Pittsburgh in crime has the lowest
crime rate of any of the top 25 cities in
the entire country, and this is a con-
sistent rating that Pittsburgh has fin-
ished strongly.

In health care, we are an inter-
national leader in medical research and
innovation. We have a world class
health care system. We are ranked 14th
overall in the country and our chil-
dren’s hospital is ranked 11th in the en-
tire country.

In recreation, we have five cities. We
have three rivers that provide 38 miles
of shoreline for recreational purposes
such as fishing. And we have PNC Park
for our baseball team, which has been
rated consistently as the top baseball
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park in the country. We have a new
Penguins arena scheduled to be built
and a great young hockey team. And
we have a football team that has now
won five Super Bowls. So we have a lot
of sports and recreation to do.

And in the performing arts, we have
more performing arts concentrated in
one area than any city in the country
outside of New York City. It has been
voted the second best cityscape in
America, the view from the top of Mt.
Washington in Pittsburgh. We have
whitewater rafting and downhill skiing
within 90 minutes. And we have a bike
passage that goes all the way from the
city of Pittsburgh to right here in
Washington, D.C.

So, again, the fact that we were num-
ber one in Rand McNally for the second
time did not surprise me, and it did not
surprise the rest of the people in west-
ern Pennsylvania. But it might have
come as a surprise to some other peo-
ple around the country.

And I stand here tonight to tell my
colleagues and anyone else that may be
viewing tonight that Pittsburgh is a
fantastic place to live and work, espe-
cially for young people. And we are
doing a much better job now attracting
and retaining a younger workforce, and
we have shown through a variety of
ways that we have young and dynamic
leadership.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SESTAK addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SHAYS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE 30-SOMETHING WORKING
GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, I would like to welcome my
colleagues to another addition of the
30-Something’s hour. I would like to
thank the Speaker of the House, NANCY
PELOSI, for allowing us the opportunity
to get together and talk not only about
some of the most important issues that
face this hall this week and at this mo-
ment but also talk a little bit about
how these issues are of particular con-
cern to people of younger generations
in this country.

We are going to be joined today, I
know, by Mr. ALTMIRE, who just gave a
very compelling 5-minute address to
the House and, hopefully very soon, by
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, one of our fa-
vorite members of the 30-Something
Group.

Madam Speaker, hopefully we will
get to touch on a few different topics,
but I think we need to touch on at the
beginning of this hour the subject that
really dominates the debate in Wash-
ington, D.C., right now, that dominates
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